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THE 


INFORMATION 


Robert Jenmlon 


O F 
G RATS-TIN N, Gent. 


His Informant ſaith, That abour the 
' beginning of the Year 1678. he hath 
heard Mr. Ireland, and Mr. 7 homis Jen- 
»iſon, both Jeſuits, Drfcourſe ot a Dc- 
{11gn by the Roman Carholicks to ob- 
Fr 11S 7 Ts rain a Liberty, or a Toleration, for 

Z8 8h AN VO 2 the open Profeſſion of their Religion 
CESSVAT here in England. And the way hc then 
heard them ſpeak of, was, by Col 
lecting a round Sum of Money among their Party, and 
by Bribing the greaceſt part of the chen Parliament. This 
Informant hath likewiſe eas the two forenamed Perſons 
calk of the ſecuring the Duke of York's Succeſſion, which 
they told this Informint was to be done by granting out 
Commiſſions to thoſe of that Religion, to the end chey 
might be ready to Riſe, upon the Death of the King, He 
hath alſo hcard thoſe, with other Jeſuits (v7z.,) Blunden and 
Fenwick, Diſcourſe in General Terms, of the Neccſlity and 
Uſctulneſs to their Party, of altering che Government Elta- 
bliſhed, and-thar the Roman Catholick Religion could nc- 
ver be ſettled in F Frolard till that were done, and that the 
preſent Government were brought to the French Model. 

In the month of 7zze 1n the ſame year, this'Informant 
being at Mr. Ire/an's Chamber in Ruſſel. -ſlreet, Covent-garden, 
and there hapning ſome Diſcourſe, Thar the Roman Ca- 


tholick Religion would ſuddenly come in, and be owned 
B in 
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in Exzland, Nr. Treland did then ſay, That there was on y 
One in tie way, that hindred that Religion from Flou- 
riining in Frg/ard again, and that 1t was an cafic matrer 
ro Poyſon the King, Thar Sir George WWakeman nught op- 
porruncly and calily do it : And this Informant then dc- 
manding it Sir George Wakeman was the King's Phyſician, 
Mr. Ireland did to that Qucttion reply, No, but that he was 
rhe Queen's, and thence nught have an Opportunity to do ir. 

In Azguſt following, the fame day this Informant camc 
from Windſor, ( which he hath reaſon to remember by 
very good Circumitances ) this Informant went to Mr. Ire 
land's Chamber, where he found him pulling oft his Boors 
upon the Frame of a Table: Who told this Informant, He 
was newly come by Poſt trom IWolverhampton 1n Stafford- 
ſhire, and that this Informant's Relations there were wal, 
and would have been glad to have ſeen this Informant 
there : who after a return of Thanks, and ſome congratula- 
ton upon hus arrival, told Mr. Ireland hc was newly come 
from Windſor. The ſaid Ire/and thereupon cnquiring what 
News from thence, and of the diverſion of the Courc ; the 
Informant made anſwer, He undcrſtood that his Majcity 
rook much dchght in Crow-hawking and Fiſhing , but 
chicfly in the latter, which he uſed to follow carly in thc 
Morning , accompanicd with a ſmall Retinue of two or 
three. Mr. Ireland preſently replyed, He were calily taken 
off, or removed. To whuch this Informant returned and 
made anſwer, God torbid. After ſome Pauſe, No, ſays 
he, I do notfay 'tis lawful. Here hapned this Intercuption : 
This Informant then asked Mr. Ireland, (ſccing he was newly 
come our of Staffordſhire, what his Aunt ſaid concerning a 
Letter ſcent to her about two Months betorc, relating to 
the ſame ſum, or thereabouts, which this Intormant had 
had in the mcantime of him. Mr. Ireland did then make 
anſwer, as from her, That ſhe did not think fit to anſwer 
it; and further, That the old Gentlewoman was hard 
cnough, and would hold her own. After this he drew down 
a Diſcourſe concerning Religion, which was ſhortly to be 
brought in, and — chis Informant by divers Arguments 
co be inſtrumental in it, urging how Meritorous it would 


bc, and how much to the Glory 6f God : and thereupon 
offered 
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offered to cauſe the Twenty pound borrowed of him by 
this Informant, to be remitted, and forgiven him, if he would 
be Ailiſting to the Taking off the King, and would be one of 
thoſe that would go to Iirdfor about it. But this Informant 
did anſwer, That he would not for Twenty times Twenty 

ound have any hand inthe Death of the King. Whereupon 
the faid Ireland replyed, Will you do nothing to bring in 
the Catholick Religion ? To which this Informant did fay, 
Thar he did not bclicve 1t would ever come 1n by Blood. 
Upon which the ſaid Ire/and replyed, What! would younot 
have Religion te Flourihh 1n England again ? Whereto this 
Intormant anſwered , It 1t were done, it the King were 
taken off ; ſo, and well ; bur this Informant ſaid he would 
hayc no hand init. But the ſaid William Ireland not being fa- 
tisficd with this Informant's Anſwers, purſued thus, Do you 
know any Iriſh men of our Religion, that are tour and cou- 
rag10us? This Informant replyed, The Trib Gentlemen were 
commonly to, and did name Captain Leval/in, Mr. Thomas 
Brahall, Mr. Karney, three Iriſh men, and Mr. James Wilſon, 
being all Gentlemen that lived: in' or about Grays-Inn, of 
whoſe Names (two of them art the leaſt ) the ſaid Ireland 
took particular notice in Writing, to the beſt of this In- 
tormant's remembrance. And this Informant did then tell 
the ſaid Ireland, That he beheved no men of Eſtates would 
be concerned inthat Afﬀair, and that he himſclf was Herr to 
an Eftare ( his Brother being a Prieſt) and he underſtood that 
Captain Levalin was Heir to a very good Eſtate; and there- 
fore this Informant did believe he would have nothing to 
do in any ſuch matter, unleſs the Pique which he had to 
che King might move him to1t. And this Informant faith, 
That after he had, upon the 1mportunity of William Ireland, 
named unto him Caprain Lezalin, Mr. Karney, Mr.Braball, and 
Mr. James Wilſon, to be ſtout and couragious Gentlemen, 
the ſaid William Ireland did ask and require this Informant 
to go down with the ſaid Gentlemen to Windſor, to be a(- 
ſiſtant in the Taking off the King, which this Informant re- 
fuſcd, ſaying, He would nor, have any hand in the Death 
of the King: ſaying, No men of Eitatcs would engage 
therein, as this Informant believed. And the ſaid Wiuiam 
Ireland did approve of the ſaid tour perſons named as afore- 


ſaid, 
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ſaid, by this Informant, as fit for the Deſign ; and declared 
that he knew Mr. Levalin, and Mr. Karney, betore this In- 
formant had named them. By the which this Informant:did 
apprchend that he might have communicated with them 
of the ſaid Defign tor Windſor, betorc the nominarion afore- 
{uid. And he turther futh, At the ſame time when he came 
from Windſor, Mr. William Ireland did ask this Informant for 
the, Twenty. pound lent unto -this Informant -upon Bond, 
although x" ſame was not then due ; and turther ſaid, He 
wanted Fourſcore pounds, having then occaſion tor that ſam, 
and this Informant did ſay, He would rerurn what he owed 
him, afſoon as he ſhould ger into the North. - 

And this Informant further ſfauh, That. migh two Months 
after the Muſtering the, Forces upon Hounflom-Heath, the 
aforcnamed 7 ho. Ferniſon told this Intormant, Hethad a mat- 
rcr of great Con{cquence to impart unto-him: adding, That 
there was a Deſign on Foot, fo: Jaid, as it could nor well be 
diſcovercd, whercin the greateſt Catholicks'in Enolaxd' were 
Embarqued ; That Tar. ea and.the Dukewere'1n the De- 
ſign, and ſeycral- Lords ; by Name: the Eord Bella/is, the 
Lord Powis, the Lord Arundel of Warder,. and the ſaid'7 ho- 
mas Jenniſon did ſay, That they haqfotten atrempted the Lord 
Treaſurer, and at the laſt had. made him theirs : further 
ſaying, That it would, be. ob. great advantage to this Intor- 
mant to. Embarque with them, and that he could not be in 
zreatcr danger than they : and that he would acquaint this 
—_ with- more particulars after he had reccrved the 
Sacrament of Secrecy, which he engaged this Informant to 
do upon the next Holiday, at Sir Philip Tyrrwhits houſc in 
Bloomsbury. But this Informant did not receive the Sacra- 
ment upon any account whatſoever abous the Plot. And 
tus Informant then wiſhing he had had a Commullion 1n the 
new Levics, the ſaid 7homas Fenniſon replycd, That he would 
oct him a Commuttion from the Duke oft York ; whereunto: 
this Informant returning anſwer, How could that be, ſceing 
all the Commuſiions are now grantcd out, and tull? The 
ſaid 7homas Fennijon did then in plain Words teli this. Intor- 
mant, That there was a new Army to bs raiſcd tor to bring 
in Religion, but would acquainr this Informant with par- 
ticulars herceitcr, and theretore dcfired to know of this In- 
: formant 
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tormant how he might ſend him a Commiſſion with ſafety, 
he knowing this Informant intended ſuddenly to go into 
the Biſhoprick of Durham : and as this Informant remem- 
bers, this Commulſion was nor to be ſentuntil the Taking off 
the King was eftected ; whereat this Informant was ſurpri- 
ſed ; bur 7 homas Fenniſon did fay, He could tell him Things 
more at large , after hisrecciving the Sacrament of Secrc: 
cy. And this Informant further fanth, That upon the day 
that this Informant received the Twenty pound: lent unto 
him, he went with the ſaid 7homas Fennifon to Ms. Willian: 
Hareourt's Chamber in Dukes-ſtreet, to return Thanks for the 
Obligation 1in confecnting to lend the Money. Mr. 7homas 
Femniſon talling upon that common Topick , that Rehgion 
would ſuddenly come in, . he did expreſs himfeclt as 
Dr. 0ates hath it in lis Narrative { viz. ) If C. R. would nor 
be R. C. he ſhould ror! long be. Q. R. which he interpre- 
ted, Si Carolus Rex non effet Rex C atholicus, non foret din C aro- 
lus Rex.; which was nor the firft time this Informant heard 
thar qubling cxprettion from the ſaid Thomas Jenniſon, who 
turther then added upon Diſcourte, That the King being 
Excommunicarcd,, and .Depoſed.z he was ng longer King, 
and it were no fin, orno great {in at Icaft, to Take him oft ; 
-and if it ſhould be diſcovered who did it, perhaps two or 
three might dic for it, bor denying the Fact. This Informant 
ſuppoſes his meaning to have been, denying themſclyes to 
be Papiſts that commurted ſo Barbarous and Villanous a 
Fact, the Matter would ſoon blow over ( becauſe the Duke 
was to Succeed. ) And this Informant turther faith, Being 
with the ſaid 7 homas Fenniſon and another Gentleman abour 
the latter end of April, or beginrang of May 1678. ( wholc 
name he remembreth not ) in the atorcſaid Ireland's Cham- 
ber, there camc one in , who after ſome private diſcourſe 
with Mr. Ireland departed ; and after he was gone, the faid 
Thomas Fenniſon told this Informant 'twas one Mr. Oates, 
who had been a Parſon , but was come over to them, and 
that he was a brisk jolly Man, well worth this Infor- 
mant's acquaintance. And this Intormant very well remem- 
'bers, there hapnin2 ſome time atter, a Diſcourſe about rhe 
ſaid Parſon that was laccly come over , the ſaid Thomas Fen- 
niſon did ſay, That that Parſon was cngaged in the Deg: 
C WHCTC- 


EE mans none m——m———_———————n——— 


(10) 

whercto this Informant objected, That a reconciled Enc- 
my ought no more to be Trutted, than an open Foc. Bur the 
{aid 7 homasFenniſon anſwered , They were ſure enough of 
him, and that being once reconciled , they were the more 
zcalous and truſty ; to which opinion this Informant ſubmut- 
| ted, inſtancing Dr. Godwin, and Dr. Bayley, as bcing zcaluus 
Catholicks, although they were Proteſtant Converts. | 
And this Informant turther ſaich, That he was in Shinſield 
Pariſh near Reading 1n Berks,about the time of Coleman's Tri- 
al, where he:'met with Mr. Czffell, a Romith Prieſt and Jc- 
ſuir, who then much'blamed the ſaid Coleman, ſaying, He was 
infatuared to ſuffer his own Papers to be taken upon the Diſ- 
| covery of the Plot, when as-he fad even Nonce to Mr. Har- 
| court, Mr. Ireland, andthe reſt of the Jeſuits, ro Burn or Sc- 
| cure theirs. And hevery well remembers, That amongſt 
other Diſcourſe , this Informant ſpoke -againſt the Opinion 
| thar Bellarmine, Mariana,and Suarez maintaincd, rouching the 
Power of the Pope, ro Depoſe Kings; upon which the ſaid 
Cuffel ——— a Sentcnee, which, he "ry Bellarmine did 
| draw out of the Scripture tor that Opinion, which was, 2zod 
| Papa habeat eandem poteſtatem ſuper Reges,quam Fehojada habuit 
| ſuper Athaliam. And this Informant turther faith, That Ma- 
dam Hall,his Siſter, being;preſent at-#hefaid Cuffe/'s other Dil 
courſe,concerning Coleman's intatuation,in ſending Noricc,as 
before, &ec. upon this Informants reflecting in the abſence 
of Cuffell,, viz. That by his {ide-words he ſeemed maniteſt- 
ly tro own a Plor, his Siſter did then ſay,She very much teared 
| That they had ſome Bloody Dclign, tor that ſhe had heard 
the ſaid' Cffel/, tome little time ; n the breaking out of 
the Plot, upon a Diſcourſe, That Religion would ſhortly 
comeinto England, fay theſe Words, viz. There muitbe ſorne 
blood ſhed, before Religion cou'd be introduced ; but ſhe 

«cold him, She did not believe it ought to come 1n that way. 
This Informant further faith, That uſually viſiting Ma- 
dam Harewel!, his Aunt, and her Daughter, at their Lodgings 
in Kings-ſlreet Covent-Garden, at the Icaſt three or tour times a 
Week, which was, as this Informant ccrtainly remembers, 
before the Trial of the five Jeſuits Executed tor the Exccrable 
Plot, he had the opportunity of Secing, Reading, and 
Tranfertbing ſeveral Papers and Letrers trom his Brother 
. Mr. 
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Mr. 7homas Fenniſon , all tending to invalidate Mr. Oates his 
Teſtimony, the particular Way he uſed doth nor occur to 
his Memory. But this Informant remembers he told Madam 
Harewel! and her Daughter , That he thought tl ofc Argu- 
ments would do his ſaid Brother but little good for his De- 
tence, unleſs he had better behind ; but there were Two 
Paſſages 1n the ſaid Papers or Letters, fome whercof werc 
Subſcribed ro one Dr. --—- or Sir---—— whercin the ſaid 7þo- 
mas Fenniſon thus Expreſſed himſelf, Why are our Friends 
diſguſted'? I will not ſtir one hairs breadth. By which Expreſſion, 
this Informant did believe , That' ſome of the Plotters were 
Afraid and Jcalous,[cſt the ſaid 7homas Ferniſon ſhould Detect 
their Plot , and therefore by thoſe Words he aſſured them, 


that he would notrecede one hairs breadth trom his Reſolue = 


tion of Secrecy. And this Informant ſaith, That he then 
communicating his ſaid Reflection and Obſervation to the 
ſaid Ladics , they were at a ſtand, not knowing how to ex- 
cuſe his Meaning, The ſecond Paſſage was , about what 
the ſaid 7 homas Fenniſon ſuppoſed himſelf ro have ſpoke to 


the Lady 7yrrwhit, upon his being Apprehendedar.her Lodg- J--. 
ings 1n Bloomsbury , whereof he ſeemed very ſ6licitous to 
be. aſcertained in the aforementioned Papers, -and that 


by ſome cunning third hand. For, I believe, ſaid he; I ſaid, I 


did not know Mr. Oates; by which this Informant petceiyed 
his Meaning co be , That if he had then, viz, upon His Ap- 


prehenſton, uemed his Knowledge of Mr. Vates to the Lady 
Lyrrwhit ( who by the way was his Profclyte:) he was re- 
ſolvcd ro perliſt in the ſaid Denial to the laſt ; though on 
the other wr chis Informant doth certainly know the ſaid 
Thomas Fermniſon was well acquainted with the:ſaid Mr. Oates, 
as appeared by Two remarkable Inftances in the tormer 
Depotitions of this Informant. ; 

This Informant hkewiſe faith, That Mrs. 4" Ireland 
coming to this Informant's Chambcr to Chide Im, tor that 
ſhe heard he was about to Diſcover ſome Martters touching 
the Piot : She, to difluade him, haſtily ſaid, On my Conſc- 
ence 1 think you'll bring your ſclt into the Plor , and by 
your Diſcovery will own, That there was a Plot , and, 
That you was Engaged in it, and ſo Difgrace your {elf ; 


though ſhe probably knew this Informant was no further 
CON- 
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concerncd, than im what was imparted 1n that Diſcoutſe 
he had with her Brother ( ſhe being hen preſent ) after this 
Intormant's arrival trom Windſor. And Mrs. 4: Ireland far- 
ther ſaid then, That this Informant was worſe than Dr. Yates; 
for that Doctor gates did tollow the Plot, and make an carl 
Diſcovery ; but,that this Informant camean too late. To ahh 
this Informant rephed, That what he had to ſay, he remem- 
bred from the very firit Diſcovery, and before, or at the {eaft 
within three or tour Months of the Breaking our of the Diſ- 
covery of the Plot : and that he would nor offer ro Depoſe 
any thing upon Oath, but what he could certainly charge 
his Memory with, and ſo bid her not trouble her ſclt. 

This Informant alſo yery well remembers, That abour the 
latrer end of September, or the beginning of 0Hober, 1678, 
when he was at lus Father's Houſe in the Biſhoprick of Dur- 
bam, Mr. Ralph Jenniſen, a Jeſuit, came to ſce this Infor- 
mant ; who before they parted, asked the ſaid Mr. Ralph 
Fenniſon, how he might conveniently ſend Twenty pound 
to Mr. Ireland, which this Informant ſaid he did owe to him; 
Mr. Ralph Fenniſon replied ( which Directions this Informant 
did then take 1h a little Journal ) You may ſend a Letter with 
your Bill to Mr. Ireland, and Encloſe them in another Letter 
ro Mr. Oates, at his Lodgings at Mr. Grigfons in Drury-lane, 
and your Letter or Moneys will come fatc that way to Mr 
Ireland. 


Tarat. nono die Novembris, 
coram nobis, 


Robert Fenniſon. 


Wilham Pulreney. 


Thomas Stringer. 


